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Course Viewbook

As a Roman Catholic school, Rice Memorial High School exists to guide its
students toward the realization of their God-given potential. Rice teaches students
to recognize and develop their gifts by inspiring them to love learning, to serve
others and to seek God through Jesus Christ and his Church.

ENGLISH

The English Department
sequence:
• English 9 or Honors English 9
• Survey of American Literature, or
Honors American Literature 		
(Sophomores)
• College Writing, Journalism, 		
Creative Writing, Analytical
Writing & Critical Thinking about 		
Film, Speech, A Hero’s Journey 		
(Juniors and Seniors)
• Advanced Placement English 		
Language & Composition (Juniors 		
& Seniors)
• Advanced Placement Seminar 		
(Juniors & Seniors)
• Advanced Placement English
Literature and Composition
(Seniors)
• Advanced Placement Research 		
(Seniors)

114
ENGLISH 9
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None
Students will read a broad spectrum of
literature (short story, poetry, drama,
novel, nonfiction) with an emphasis on
ideas. Students will review the conventions
of English grammar and usage for an
understanding of the workings of our
language. Significant time will be spent on
strengthening the students’ own writing
skills through essays, narratives, letters,
and other written work. Students will
practice speaking before an audience, and
will learn to use the library.

118
HONORS ENGLISH 9
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation
and/or department approval
Students in this course will demonstrate
competence in all skill areas normally
addressed in English 9. In addition, students
will follow an accelerated reading program
encompassing a variety of examples from
each major literary genre. Students will
write a series of critical/analytical essays
based upon their readings. Furthermore,
students will participate in a range of
additional activities designed to enhance
their listening and speaking skills. It is
expected that students at this level will not
need as much work in usage and syntax as
will those in English 9.

133
SURVEY OF AMERICAN
LITERATURE
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: English 9 and teacher
recommendation
Students in this full-year course will
examine a range of works of American
Literature dating from the colonial period
to the 20th century. The course will
include works from the traditional canon
as well as Native American, immigrant
and minority voices. The course will be
arranged chronologically, so that literary
study can be placed in an historical and
cultural context. By the end of the course,
students will be able to trace the evolution
of American literature with reference to
significant authors and works. Students
will be required to complete a major
independent research paper.

137
HONORS AMERICAN
LITERATURE
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: English 9 and department
approval
Students in this full-year course will cover
texts normally associated with Survey
of American Literature. The course will
emphasize close reading that explores the
interaction of literary form, figurative
language and thematic meaning. Students
will carry out a series of independent or
directed reading projects involving at least
three different periods or movements in
the history of American literary writing.
Students will write a formal thesis/
research paper and will complete a series of
analytical essays on literary subjects.

149
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
ENGLISH LITERATURE
AND COMPOSITION
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: AP English Language
and Composition or AP Seminar. Teacher
recommendation and/or department
approval
Advanced Placement (AP) English
Literature and Composition is a full-year
course for selected seniors that prepares
students for the Advanced Placement Test,
administered annually by the College Board,
as well as for advanced studies in English
at the college level. Successful performance
on the AP exam can result in course credit
or advanced standing being granted by
colleges. The course employs a program of
extensive and intensive reading, discussions,
essay writing and lectures, with emphasis
on close reading and critical writing. The
course assumes that students will undertake
a significant amount of independent work,
and that they will perform consistently at or
above the college freshman level.
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150
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
ENGLISH LANGUAGE &
COMPOSITION
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: English Department
Approval
Advanced Placement English Language
and Composition engages students who are
already proficient in their use of standard
English in becoming skilled readers of
prose written in a variety of periods,
disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and in
becoming skilled writers who compose for
a variety of purposes. Writing and reading
assignments focus on the interactions
among a writer’s purposes, audience
expectations, and subjects as well as the
way generic conventions and the resources
of language contribute to effectiveness in
writing. The course will also emphasize
critical reading of various prose styles and
require essays demonstrating rhetorical
analysis. Students will be prepared to take
the Advanced Placement English Language
and Composition examination.

154
COLLEGE WRITING
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: English 10 or American
Literature
College Writing is offered for juniors and
seniors who wish to develop effective
strategies for writing and revision, and
who want to improve their language skills
through the study and practice of stylistic
elements and mechanics of grammar.
Students use the writing process to produce
descriptive, narrative, analytical, critical
and persuasive essays. Selected readings
will provide models for composition,
subjects for analysis and topics for response.

155
JOURNALISM

174
SPEECH

Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: English 10 or American
Literature

Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: English 10 or American
Literature

Journalism is a project-based course in
which students develop their individual
writing styles and learn marketable
publication skills including print layout,
desktop publishing and design. The course
provides instruction and practice in
research, writing and editing. Students
assume the role of editorial leaders and take
responsibility for producing a newspaper.
Professionalism and responsibility are
cornerstones of the course through emphasis
on deadlines, teamwork, organizational and
business skills. The ethics of journalism will
be stressed during the class and throughout
all phases of production.

The Speech course is designed to assist
students in gaining self-confidence and poise
while speaking before others. Emphasis will
be placed on the organization, structure,
and delivery required in public speaking.
The course provides a study of methods
of communication, listening, and speech
making. Students will be encouraged to
develop their own thoughts, feelings and
personal attitudes into an effective message
for specific situations.

164
CREATIVE WRITING
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: English 10 or American
Literature
Students in this course will develop
their aptitude for self-expression while
sharpening their writing and editing skills.
By performing a series of activities and
projects designed to stimulate the creative
process, students will explore a variety of
forms, including fiction, expository prose,
and poetry, with the objective to encourage
the development of the writer’s authentic
voice and style. Selected readings, including
models and critical guides, will support the
course’s writing activities. The final exam
for this course is a portfolio assessment.

165		
ANALYTICAL WRITING
AND CRITICAL THINKING
ABOUT FILM*
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: English 10 or American
Literature
Students in Critical Survey of Film will
view a variety of selected films dating from
the 1940’s to the present. Students will
learn to analyze film content and style,
and to assess their effects on audiences and
society at large for their impact on culture
and society. The course will also explore
connections between literature and film.
Students will practice analytical and critical
writing in this course, which will promote
multiple literacies of cinematic narrative,
characterization, setting and language.

135
THE MONOMYTH: A
HERO’S JOURNEY COURSE
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: English 10 or American
Literature
Students will explore various hero and
villain archetypes through literature,
poetry, drama, and film. Through exploring
various mediums of heroic storytelling
students will develop critical thinking skills
as well as effective communication skills.
Learning about various representations
of heroism and villainy, students will
demonstrate the ability to connect choices,
actions, and consequences to ethical
decision-making.

930
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
SEMINAR
Grade: 11
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: English Department
Approval
AP Seminar is the first of two courses
required for completion of the College
Board’s AP Capstone program. In AP
Seminar, students investigate real-world
issues from multiple perspectives, gathering
and analyzing information from various
sources in order to develop credible and
valid evidence-based arguments. AP
Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research.
Completing AP Seminar and all its required
assessment components is necessary for
students to develop the skills to be successful
in AP Research. Students must sit for the AP
exam in May.
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931
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
RESEARCH
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: English Department
Approval and Completion of AP Seminar
AP Research is the second course required
for completion of the College Board’s
AP Capstone program. In AP Research,
students cultivate the skills and discipline
necessary to conduct independent research
and inquiry in order to produce and defend
their scholarly work. Students will select
a topic to research throughout the year.
They will be paired with a mentor in their
subject area which could be someone in the
greater Burlington community. Students
will complete a paper and presentation to
be presented to members of the AP Research
teaching team.

FINE ARTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chorus
Concert Band
Jazz Ensemble
Vocal Performance Prep I
Music Theory
Yearbook
Art I
Art II
Sculpture
Fundamentals of Digital Photography
Fundamentals of Graphic Design and 		
Digital Media
• Digital Filmmaking
Fine Arts are not recognized
for NCAA eligibility

810
CHORUS (SATB)
Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None
Soprano/Alto/Tenor/Bass Chorus is
designed for students who are interested in
furthering their knowledge of and skills in
performing choral music. Various styles of
music are studied and performed. Students
are also introduced to sight-reading,
musical notation, and will explore the
historical and cultural contexts of the music.
The chorus performs in concerts, school and
local masses, school tours and may also
participate in auditioned music festivals.
Students will be required to attend all
scheduled performances.

839
CONCERT BAND

836
JAZZ ENSEMBLE

Grade: All
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: Students should have at least
one year of band experience

Grade: All
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: Students will be selected by
audition and/or permission of instructor,
and must participate in Concert Band at the
same time.

Concert Band is designed for students with
one to three years of playing experience.
Band classes provide instrumental students
the opportunity to play classical, popular, and
chamber ensemble literature with emphasis
on the perfecting of musical skills through
the rehearsal process. All band members
are expected to perform in school concerts.
Selected students may work on solo and small
ensemble pieces, as well as repertoire for
solo auditions and festivals. Students will be
expected to demonstrate progress in the area
of scales and rhythmic accuracy.

802
VOCAL PERFORMANCE
PREP I
Grade: All
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: None
Vocal Performance Prep I is designed for
students who have an interest in pursuing
a career or advanced degree in the vocal
performing arts. The class requires students
to study and prepare solo repertoire in
English, French, Italian, and German
crossing the genres of Musical Theater, Art
song, Lieder, Zarzuela, Opera, Oratorio
and others. The class will focus on language
specific diction for singing, vocal technique,
performance/ audition presentation and
preparation. Students will participate in at
least one Recital and a Master Class each
semester as well as audition for the New
England Music Festival and/or All State
Scholarship Auditions.

Students will be required to perform
at several school concerts per year, as
well as other performances, such as the
Flynn Jazz Festival, Valentine Dance, etc.
Improvisation in various jazz styles will
be encouraged, and class preparation and
participation will be the largest factor in
determining student grades. Jazz Ensemble
is scheduled to alternate with Concert
Band making it possible for students to
participate in both groups.

880
ART I
Grade: All
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: None
Art I is an introductory experience in the
fundamentals of visual arts. (2D format)
This studio art class is project-centered
and designed to foster insight and skill
development in a variety of materials and
techniques. Projects are informed by an
overarching focus on the Elements and
Principles of Design. Students will learn
color theory, linear perspective, drawing,
painting, pastel work. printmaking, collage
and more. Most units will commence with
information on a particular master artist
or artistic movement (Impressionism,
Surrealism etc…) Students will be graded on
project work using a rubric system. Art I is
a prerequisite for Art II.

800
MUSIC THEORY
Grade: All
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: None
This is a course intended for students who
may pursue a career or advanced degree
in music. The course will introduce music
history, aural training skills, including
rhythmic, harmonic, and melodic dictation
and sight singing. The course takes a
beginning approach to the concepts of
theory and analysis, with references to
historical context.
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881
SCULPTURE
Grade: All
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: Art I, teacher
recommendation and/or department
approval
Using concepts informed by the Elements
and Principles of Design this course looks
closely at the field of 3 dimensional art and
its relationship to the space it occupies.
Students will use a variety of traditional
and non-traditional materials to create
projects including: wood, metal, wire,
plaster, paper, clay and recycled ‘found’
objects. Most project units will begin with
a study of a master artist working in this
medium. Some of the artists we will study
may include: Alexander Calder (mobiles),
Alberto Giacometti ( wire sculpture), Henry
Moore (plaster sculpture). Clay units will
teach students the basic skills required to
work in hand-building: pinch, coil, slab and
sculpture. Students will be graded on project
work using a rubric system.

851
FUNDAMENTALS OF
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
Grade: 9-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: None
This class covers the fundamentals of digital
photography. Topics include using light
meters, histograms, AF modes, and more.
We will discuss different photographic styles
with an emphasis on controlling the frame
and learning how to create a specific look
or feeling in a photograph. This class also
provides an introduction to composition,
photographic vision, color theory, and the
study of visual concepts in photography.
Adobe Photoshop is introduced for image
enhancement, color correction, restoration,
and special effects. Lectures, discussions,
visual presentations, and in-class exercises
are used as teaching methods to inspire
and fuel the student’s creative process and
required personal portfolio.

864
ART II - ART
APPRECIATION

840
FUNDAMENTALS OF
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND
DIGITAL MEDIA

Grade: All
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: Art I, teacher
recommendation and/or department
approval

Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: Fundamentals of Digital
Photography, recommendation and/or
approval by instructor

This class will be academic in nature. It
will introduce students to master artists
and artworks through films, lectures and
readings. Focus will be on late 19th and
early 20th century art and artists. Students
will view films and do readings and
participate in classroom discussion. This
course is designed for the students who are
interested in increasing their knowledge of
art and artists without the practical artmaking component. Grades will be based on
accurate note taking, project work, writing,
class discussion participation, tests/ quizzes,
and written exams. Students must have
completed ART 1 to enroll in this course.

Students expand their Photoshop knowledge
with an emphasis on developing the
techniques required to use the software
for a variety of post-production effects.
This course provides an introduction to the
Photoshop techniques used by professional
graphic designers. Areas covered include
creative control of the color palette,
advanced retouching, layering, masking,
multiple image compositing, photomontage,
digital art, preparation of web content, and
fine art printing. Students are encouraged
to explore the creative possibilities as they
build their multimedia portfolios.

841
DIGITAL FILMMAKING
Grade: 9-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: None
This Video/Film course is designed to be
an exciting introduction to the television,
video, film and communications industries.
Students in this class will learn to create
original works and apply principles of art
and technology to different film genres.
Students will learn film editing utilizing
industry-standard software programs and
with hands-on experience in Rice’s Film and
TV Studio. Finally, students in this class will
analyze and critique their projects, making
connections to professional films and videos.

854
YEARBOOK
Grade: All
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to provide students
with the design skills and the ability to
apply those skills to the actual production of
a yearbook. Units of study include content,
coverage, reporting, writing, photography,
typography, design, graphics, finances,
advertising and distribution. Students
must be willing to dedicate time outside
of class to fulfill responsibilities and meet
deadlines. Actual work takes place in the
current volume of the school’s yearbook.
The publication will strive to maintain
a tradition of excellence in which Rice
Memorial High School and the community
can take pride.
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SOCIAL
STUDIES

The Social Studies
Department sequence:
• World Studies 9 or Honors World Studies 9
• World Studies 10 or Honors World Studies 10
or Advanced Placement World History
• United States History or Advanced 		
Placement United States History
• Junior and Senior Electives (Economics, 		
AP Economics, Honors Contemporary 		
History, AP Government and Politics,
AP European History)

215
WORLD STUDIES 9
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None
World Studies 9 is an introduction to
the geographical, cultural and historical
development of the world from prehistory
to 1815. In addition to establishing a sound
foundation in the heritage of western
civilization, the course presents a truly
global perspective with its examination of
the early civilizations of Asia, Africa and the
Americas.

218
HONORS WORLD STUDIES 9
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation
and/or department approval
Honors World Studies 9 is a history course
designed for freshmen wishing to acquire
a deeper understanding of the principal
themes of the past. In addition to the use
of an historical text and supplementary
readings, students will develop an
understanding of the themes of world
history, the ability to analyze historical
evidence and to express their historical
understanding in writing and in classroom
discussions.

225
WORLD STUDIES 10
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: World Studies 9
World Studies 10 continues the geographical,
cultural and historical development of
the world from 1815 to contemporary
times. This course traces the historical
development of the West while continuing
to expand the student’s awareness of
Non-Western societies. The course will
provide a valuable background study
for understanding the aspirations and
historical experience of the world’s people
in the last decade of the 20th century. This
course continues to focus on skill and critical
thinking development to build on the 9th
grade curriculum.

228
HONORS WORLD STUDIES 10
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Honors World Studies 9 or
World Studies 9 with teacher recommendation
and/or department approval
This course is designed to provide students
with the analytical skills and factual
knowledge necessary to deal critically with
the problems and materials in Western and
Non-Western societies. The course requires
independent readings and multiple projects
in which each student responds to themes
in history as a means of interpreting the
influence of the past on the present. Being
prepared for Honors World Studies 10
means having solid reading, writing, and
analytical skills.

214
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
WORLD HISTORY
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Honors World Studies
9 or World Studies 9 with teacher
recommendation and/or department
approval
AP World History is offered to sophomores
looking for a rigorous academic experience
early in their high school career. The class is
considered college-level. The class explores
modern world history, beginning circa 1200
AD to present. Students will also analyze
historical sources and craft historical
arguments all while exploring concepts
like humans and the environment, cultural
developments and interactions, governance,
economic systems, social interactions
and organization, and technology and
innovation. There is a strong emphasis on
working with primary sources. Students
looking to take AP Capstone their junior and
senior years are encouraged to take this
course.
Note: preference is given to sophomores
but may be open to juniors and seniors on
a case-by-case basis. Not open to anyone
who’s already taken World Studies 10 or
Honors World Studies 10 as the content is
too similar.

234
UNITED STATES HISTORY
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: World Studies 9 and World
Studies 10
Taught either to juniors or seniors, U.S.
History is a graduation requirement.
Drawing upon the knowledge students
have obtained in earlier history courses, the
student is introduced to the history of his/
her own country through a chronological
and thematic approach. Ultimately,
the course prepares the student to have
a greater historical understanding of
the political, social, cultural, economic
and international problems facing
contemporary America.
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239
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
UNITED STATES HISTORY

248
HONORS CONTEMPORARY
HISTORY

Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: World Studies 9 and World
Studies 10 and teacher recommendation
and/or department approval

Grade: 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: World Studies 9 and 10, U.S.
History and teacher recommendation and/or
department approval

The Advanced Placement Program in
American History is designed to provide
students with the analytic skills and factual
knowledge necessary to deal critically with
the problems and materials in American
History. The program prepares students
for intermediate and advanced college
courses by making demands upon them
equivalent to those of full-year introductory
college courses. Students should learn to
assess historical materials – their relevance
to a given interpretive problem, their
reliability, and their importance – and to
weigh the evidence and interpretations
presented in historical scholarship. This
course will develop the skills necessary to
arrive at conclusions on the basis of an
informed judgment and to present reason
and evidence clearly and persuasively in
essay format, as well as in class discussions.
Admission to the AP course is limited and
is based on a variety of criteria including
a student’s commitment to the subject
material, recommendations of sophomore
English and History teachers, outstanding
grades in both English and History, and
a review of standardized test results. All
students will be required to take the AP
exam in the spring.

Honors Contemporary History is an elective
for students desiring to pursue further, and
in greater depth, the study of history as it
relates to contemporary political, economic,
environmental, and social concerns. The
course builds upon concepts learned in
earlier courses and provides the student with
opportunities to discuss and debate issues
that are shaping the world today. By focusing
on recurring problems and by seeking to
understand the origins and evolution of these
problems, the student will gain a deeper
appreciation of the issues and see for him/
herself the difficult nature of leadership
in a diverse, technologically oriented
and increasingly interdependent world.
The reading of the New York Times, The
Economist, and other challenging readings
are an essential part of this course.

249
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
EUROPEAN HISTORY
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation
and/or department approval
Advanced Placement European History is a
senior elective for highly motivated students
wishing to acquire a deeper understanding
of the principal themes in Modern European
History (1450-Present). In addition to the
historical narrative, students develop their
abilities to analyze historical evidence and
express their historical understanding in
writing. Attention will be given to the intellectual,
cultural, political, diplomatic and social
history. Students opting for this course will
take the AP European History Exam in May.

258
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
ECONOMICS: MICRO/
MACRO COMBINATION
Grade: 11 or 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra I mandatory,
Algebra II preferred
This is a two part course that prepares
students for both the AP Microeconomics
and AP Macroeconomics exams. This
course allows students to develop a deep
understanding of how the economy around
them works. AP Microeconomics focuses on
the decisions of individual producers and
consumers, and helps students understand
how those decisions create the vibrant web
of connections that is our economy. AP
Macroeconomics focuses on how larger
forces such as global trade and labor can
change and affect one another.

259
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
U.S. GOVERNMENT AND
POLITICS
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: U.S. History and teacher
recommendation and/or department
approval
Offered to college bound seniors, the
Advanced Placement course in American
Politics and Government meets five times
a week. Designed to provide students with
the equivalent of a challenging college
level introductory course in Politics and
Government, and taught in a traditional
environment, students have nightly
homework assignments, are expected to
attend class well versed in the readings, and
actively participate in class discussions/
activities. The text is supplemented with
scholarly articles, primary source material,
and timely news analysis.

254
ECONOMICS
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: World Studies 9 and 10 and
department approval for juniors
This course is an introduction to basics
of personal and consumer economics,
including the cost and benefit analysis of
economic decision-making, the basics of
personal financial planning and investment,
creating budgets, and the fundamentals of
entrepreneurship. The course will include
reflection on personal career and college
decision-making.
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MATH
• Algebra I, Algebra I Basic
• Algebra II, Algebra II Basic or Honors 		
Algebra II
• Geometry or Honors Geometry
• Pre-Calculus or Honors Pre-Calculus
• AP Calculus AB
• Other math offerings: AP Statistics,
Statistics, Accounting & Personal Finance
and AP Computer Science Principles

410
ALGEBRA I BASIC
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Recommendation of teacher
and/or department approval.
Algebra I Basic is designed to provide
students a basic level of understanding
in the fundamentals of Algebra I with an
emphasis on improving number skills.
Numerical and algebraic expressions
and operations are studied. Simple
equations will be solved and the techniques
of problem solving developed. Linear
functions and systems of linear equations
will be explored through algebraic and
graphical representation. Additional topics
will include polynomials, factoring, and
quadratic equations. Radical and rational
expressions will also be introduced if time
permits. This course sequence leads the
student to Algebra II Basic or Algebra II
with teacher recommendation.

414
ALGEBRA I
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Recommendation of teacher
and/or department approval.
Algebra I is designed to provide students
a firm foundation in the fundamentals.
Numerical and algebraic expressions and
operations on these expressions are studied.
Simple equations will be solved and the
techniques of problem solving developed.
Linear functions and systems of linear
equations will be explored through algebraic
and graphical representation. Additional
topics will include polynomials, factoring,
and quadratic equations. Radical and
rational expressions will also be introduced.

431
ALGEBRA II BASIC

424
GEOMETRY

Grade: 10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra IB

Grade: 10-11
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra II

This course is designed to review and
reinforce the skills learned in Algebra I and
then build upon that foundation with the
study of new concepts. The topics of linear
functions, systems of linear equations,
polynomials and their operations, irrational
numbers, and quadratic relations and
functions will be emphasized. Additional
topics will include an introduction to
polynomial functions, rational equations,
as well as basic probability and statistics.
Graphing calculators will be used for
problem solving, graphing, and enhancing
relationships studied. This section
does not fulfill the prerequisite for
Precalculus.

The study of geometry develops the concepts
and methods of deductive reasoning skills.
Students acquire a body of knowledge
that includes definitions, postulates and
theorems, and are led gradually to formal
geometric proof. Topics studied include
parallel and perpendicular lines, triangles,
polygons, circles, congruency, similarity,
and areas of polygons. Students will also be
introduced to basic constructions and the
areas and volumes of solids.

435
ALGEBRA II
Grade: 9-10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra I or Algebra IB and
teacher recommendation
In this course each unit of study begins by
reviewing appropriate skills learned in
Algebra I, reinforcing those skills, and then
building upon that foundation. In addition
to a more advanced examination of linear
and quadratic relations and functions,
students are introduced to new topics,
including compound inequalities, absolute
value and piecewise functions, systems of
equations in three variables, irrational and
complex numbers, polynomial functions,
rational expressions and equations, as
well as a brief introduction to probability
and statistics. Graphing calculators will be
used for problem solving, graphing, and
enhancing relationships studied.

439
HONORS ALGEBRA II
Grade: 9-10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra I and teacher
recommendation

428
HONORS GEOMETRY
Grade: 10-11
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Honors Algebra II or Algebra
II and teacher recommendation
Honors Geometry explores the concepts,
methods and topics covered in Geometry
(424), but with more challenging problems
overall and a much greater emphasis
on formal proofs. Students will examine
additional topics within the study of
inequalities in geometry and areas and
volumes of solids.

444
PRE-CALCULUS
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra II (435 or Honors),
Geometry, and teacher recommendation
This course includes a comprehensive
study of the topics of trigonometry, and
an in-depth study of Polynomial,Rational,
Exponential and Logarithmic functions.
An understanding of function properties
and graphs using transformations will be
emphasized. If time permits, additional
topics to be considered include finding zeros
of higher order polynomial functions in the
real and complex number set. Graphing
calculators will be used to enhance and
reinforce the concepts studied.

In addition to the topics covered in Algebra
II (435), this course will require students
to apply higher-order thinking skills in
solving more challenging problems overall.
A greater emphasis will be placed on graphs
and graphing calculator exploration to
enhance and reinforce the concepts studied.
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448
HONORS PRE-CALCULUS
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Honors Algebra II, Honors
Geometry, and teacher recommendation
This course is designed to develop, in the
student, an understanding of the concepts
of PreCalculus, its methods and
applications. This course includes a
comprehensive study of the topics of
trigonometry, and an in-depth study of
Polynomial, Exponential and Logarithmic
functions. In addition, topics to be studied
include properties, graphs and finding zeros
of higher order polynomial and rational
functions in the real and complex number
set. Graphing calculators will be used to
reinforce the relationships studied and to
aid in interpreting results.

456
CALCULUS
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus and teacher
recommendation and/or department
approval
This course is offered to the capable
mathematics student who does not require
the accelerated pace of Advanced Placement
Calculus. Topics to be studied include
limits, continuity, derivatives of functions
and their applications, and techniques of
integration (if time permits). Graphing
calculators will be used to enhance and
reinforce the concepts studied. This course is
not considered a replacement for semester 1
college Calculus.

459
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
CALCULUS AB
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Honors Pre-Calculus or PreCalculus and teacher recommendation
This course is designed to develop in the
student an understanding of the concepts
of calculus, its methods and applications.
Limits, differentiation, and integration are
studied. Applications will include, but are
not limited to, related rates, area under
curves, optimization, and volumes of solids
of revolution. Graphing calculators will be
used to reinforce the relationships studied
and to aid in interpreting results. The class
follows the curriculum for AP Calculus (AB)
established by the College Board.

479
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
STATISTICS
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Algebra II,
Geometry
This course is designed to provide students
with the opportunity to learn how statistics
is used and applied in the real world. The
course will focus on representing data
with various models, where students will
interpret these relationships in real world
contexts. Topics studied include, but are
not limited to: data collection methods,
analyzing models, probability, and
statistical inference.

440
GENERAL STATISTICS
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra I & II
This course will provide an introduction to
the principles of statistics. The statistical
tools learned throughout this course are
applied in the business sector, government
sector, and in the academic sector. Students
successfully completing this course will
leave with an understanding of these basic
statistical principles and how to apply them
to a variety of relevant situations. Students
will also be able to incorporate the tools of
statistical analysis into their own decisionmaking processes.

905
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
COMPUTER SCIENCE
PRINCIPLES
Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Algebra II,
Geometry (May be taken concurrently with
Geometry upon department approval.)
AP Computer Science Principles is an
introductory college-level computing course
that focuses on the foundational concepts of
computer science while challenging students
to explore how computing and technology
can impact the world. Students cultivate
their understanding of computer science
through working with data, collaborating
to solve problems and developing computer
programs as they explore concepts
like creativity, abstraction, data and
information, algorithms, programming,
the internet, and the global impact of
computing. This course is delivered in
accordance with the Code.org curriculum
which covers all of the required topics for
AP Computer Science Principles established
by the College Board.

624		
ACCOUNTING AND
PERSONAL FINANCE I*
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra I
This is a full year course emphasizing the
basic principles, concepts and applications
of double entry accounting. The course will
include journalizing, posting, interpreting
financial reports, payroll and income taxes.
The course will also introduce the principles
of business ethics and explore various
career paths in accounting. Computers
will be used to generate all financial
spreadsheets.This course will also cover
basic personal financial planning concepts
and applications.
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RELIGION

The Religion Department
sequence:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scripture
Catholic Faith and Sacraments
Morality & Social Justice
Catholicism Today
World Religions
Honors Philosophical Inquiry

714		
SCRIPTURE*
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None
This class is an overview of Scripture
covering major themes, people and events
from the Old Testament, the life and
teachings of Jesus from the Gospels, and an
overview of the early church through Acts of
the Apostles and the Epistles. Emphasis is on
a contextual reading of Scripture. Themes
such as salvation history, covenant, and
vocation are developed and critical thinking
is encouraged. The course challenges
students to apply concepts from Scripture to
their lives, to grow in faith, and to acquire
an appreciation for Scripture as the Word
of God.

722		
CATHOLIC FAITH AND
SACRAMENTS*
Grade: 10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Scripture
Catholic Faith and Sacraments is
designed to help cultivate awareness of
the sacraments in order to help students
grow in understanding of the faith and
in appreciation of the rituals of the
Church. The first semester emphasizes
the sacraments of initiation. The second
semester explores the sacraments of healing
and vocation and studies the Christian
vision of moral decision making, including
the virtues of wise judgment, justice,
wholeness, honesty and respect.

726		
MORALITY & SOCIAL
JUSTICE*

740
HONORS PHILOSOPHICAL
INQUIRY

Grade: 11
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

Morality and Social Justice introduces
students to basic principles in moral
theology. Fundamental ethical theories will
be examined and followed by an exploration
of conscience, conscience formation, and the
moral decision making process. Case studies
will be presented that allow the students
to apply theory and to reflect personally
on important ethical dilemmas. After
becoming acquainted with the Church’s
teachings on ethics, the students will begin
to focus on those teachings especially by
examining how they are applied to the
Church’s teaching on social justice and
human sexuality. The students will explore
how these policies have been integrated into
the life of the Church and how they can be
and are applied in our lives, families, and
communities.

In this year-length course that fulfills the
senior religion requirement, students
are introduced to the art of philosophical
inquiry, using the classic texts from the
Western philosophical tradition. We
will focus on the idea of philosophy as
an existential choice, one that proposes
the examined life as the only one worth
living. Thus this will be a class that treats
philosophy as a way of life rather than as
a purely academic discipline. The course
begins by looking at the most famous
examined life in history, that of Socrates.
We will continue by exploring the history
of philosophy up until contemporary
times. Topics to be discussed include the
pursuit of wisdom and human excellence,
happiness and living authentically, the
nature of reality and the existence of
God, knowledge and doubt, freedom and
existentialism, and political philosophy.
In this course, students will be asked to
actively participate in class discussion and
by composing and acting out philosophical
dialogues, applying philosophical concepts
to problems in contemporary culture, and
writing interpretative and reflective essays
on various topics and texts. They will work
in small groups to formulate questions and
points of view and take turns leading class
discussions.

729		
CATHOLICISM TODAY*
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None
This course explores the perennial questions
of mankind, and how the Catholic faith
continues to confront these questions today.
Students will also be challenged to think of
the Church with a global perspective and
learn the challenges faced by our Catholic
brothers and sisters across the world in
the practice of their faith. Texts used in this
course include excerpts of Aristotle, the
Vatican news, and various texts from the
recent popes.

730
WORLD RELIGIONS
Grade: 12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None
Religions of the World introduces students
to the universality of the search for God.
This course provides the opportunity for
the student to compare and contrast the
teachings of the Church with those of other
communities. Religions studied include
Primal, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam,
Judaism, Taoism, and Confucianism. There
may be others, as time and history requires.
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SCIENCE

The Science Department
sequence:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Physical Science
Biology
Chemistry or Honors Chemistry
Advanced Placement Chemistry
Physics or Advanced Placement Physics
Anatomy and Physiology
Science in Society
Advanced Placement Biology

324		
PHYSICAL SCIENCE
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None
Physical Science is an introductory course
with an emphasis on inquiry, data analysis,
and application of scientific information.
The material covered includes introductory
Chemistry and Physics, and explores their
connection to the physical and natural
world around us.

314		
BIOLOGY
Grade: 9-10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Open to all 10th graders or
9th graders with concurrent enrollment in
Honors Geometry or higher math
This is an introductory course designed to
expose the student to a comprehensive view of
Biology. A wide variety of subjects are covered:
cell biology; genetics, simple biochemistry,
evolution, classification, and a survey of living
things. It is the goal of this course to help the
student integrate the knowledge of biological
theories into their daily lives and prepare for
more advanced study in the biological field.
This is accomplished through both traditional
classroom lecture and lab activities.

334		
CHEMISTRY
Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: 1) Biology 2) Algebra II or
current enrollment in Algebra II and teacher
recommendation and/or department approval.
The course goals are to provide insight and
understanding into the world of chemistry,
matter and its changes. It is intended as a
thinking, rational, and logical process by which
the student will view Chemistry as an orderly,
exact science instead of a disjointed collection
of facts and data. This is accomplished through
both traditional classroom lecture process and
laboratory experimentation.

338		
HONORS CHEMISTRY

345		
ANATOMY AND
PHYSIOLOGY

Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Biology and Algebra II or
current enrollment in Algebra II and teacher
recommendation and/or department approval

Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry

Honors Chemistry is a course offered only
to those students who have demonstrated
a proficiency and aptitude for both
math and science. This course is taught
as a “Pre-AP” course and covers most
of the topics of a college chemistry
course. This is accomplished in both a
traditional classroom lecture process and
experimentation more independently
oriented than the traditional approach. This
course is recommended for students who
plan on majoring in science at a four-year
college or plan on taking AP Chemistry.

This course will introduce students to human
anatomy and physiology, with emphasis
on the systems of the body and how they
are interrelated. It is recommended for
motivated students who are interested in
studying nursing, medicine, or related fields
in college. The areas covered will include:
medical terminology, chemistry, cell and
tissue structure, and the 11 systems of the
human body (integumentary, skeletal,
muscular, nervous, endocrine, circulatory,
lymphatic, digestive, respiratory, urinary
and reproductive). Laboratory work will
be required and will include mammalian
dissections.

339
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
CHEMISTRY
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II
and completion of Chemistry or Honors
Chemistry and/or a teacher recommendation
Advanced Placement Chemistry is a
second-year chemistry course designed for
a student with a strong drive to excel in
the fields of math and science. The course
is designed to prepare students to take the
AP examination given in May. Students are
strongly recommended to take the AP
examination. This course will cover each
of the major topics of a college chemistry
course. This is accomplished through a
traditional lecture format and completion of
the 16 laboratory experiments required by
the College Board. The course will include
extensive time and effort both in and out
of class. The purchase of a Laboratory
notebook is required for the course.

344
PHYSICS
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra II, enrollment in
Pre-Calculus, teacher recommendation
and/or department approval
Physics is a broad introduction to classical
and some modern physics with an emphasis
in critical thinking and problem solving.
It is recommended for students who are
planning on attending college, and who
have a strong interest and aptitude in math
and science.

356			
SCIENCE IN SOCIETY*
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None
This class will examine current issues
in society that are science related.
Examples include forensics, medicine, the
environment, and industry. The intent is
to provide students with the information
they will need to make educated decisions
as adults. Students will be expected to
participate in discussions and perform
extensive research. Enrollment is limited to
juniors and seniors.

359			
ADVANCED PLACEMENT
BIOLOGY
Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry and
teacher recommendation
Advanced Placement Biology is the
equivalent of a college introductory biology
course and is for highly motivated students
only. Prerequisite to this course is the
successful completion of the first courses
in high school biology and chemistry. This
course follows the AP Biology curriculum
established by the College Board. Topics
included basic biological chemistry, cell
biology, energy transformations, molecular
genetics, heredity, evolution, taxonomy,
ecology, and organismal biology. The lab
component encourages higher order thinking
and the application of biological concepts.
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WORLD
LANGUAGES

548		
HONORS FRENCH IV/V

574		
SPANISH III

The Science Department
sequence:

Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: French III and/or teacher
recommendation

Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Spanish II, and/or teacher
recommendation

•
•
•
•

French IV refines the student’s ability to
communicate in French more effectively.
It is expected that students will speak
French in class. Students will read literary
selections drawn from the francophone
world. A systematic grammar review
will strengthen writing skills as well as
increase an understanding of French
syntax. Vocabulary development will be
emphasized. Written work is expected to be
of greater length and complexity.

This course enables students to continue
their learning experience in the Spanish
language. It strives to reinforce and
amplify the four language skills of listening
comprehension, speaking proficiency,
reading comprehension and writing.
Students are expected to speak Spanish in
the classroom and the class is conducted
primarily in Spanish.

French I, II, III, IV, V
Spanish I, II, III, IV, V
Latin I, II, III, IV
Chinese I, II,III

512		
FRENCH I
Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None
This course is for those who have never had
French before or who have had little formal
study. The students are introduced to the
language and culture of the francophone
world through a combination of text, audio
and visual materials. A vocabulary base
is built to facilitate basic conversations
about themes related to an adolescent’s life.
Students will be exposed to the five tenets of
language study: listening comprehension,
reading, speaking, writing and cultural
literacy.

524		
FRENCH II
Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: French I or exceptional grade
on fluency assessment
This course continues to develop the four
language skills of speaking, writing,
listening and reading in French. Students
will learn and use a variety of language
structures, while building their vocabulary
base. Basic grammar will be reviewed and
built upon. The study of French culture is
integrated throughout the course.

334		
FRENCH III
Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: French II
This course continues to build on the
students’ language skills in French through
extensive grammar study and cultural
readings. French 3 assumes an intermediate
level of fluency including oral and listening
comprehension, and basic grammatical
structures. Students will learn more complex
grammatical structures to increase their
understanding of the language and to increase
their abilities of self-expression. Students
are expected to speak French in the classroom.

555
SPANISH I
Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None

578			
HONORS SPANISH IV
Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Spanish III, and/or teacher
recommendation

This course introduces students to the
language and culture of the Hispanic world
through a combination of text, audio and
visual materials. A vocabulary base is built
to facilitate basic conversations with the
present tense of regular and irregular verbs
taught. While class time focuses on listening
and speaking, homework develops spelling,
writing, and memorization. Grammatical
concepts to understand the structure of
the language are regularly presented.
Students will be active participants in this
communication-based course.

Students continue their study of Spanish
through literature. The purpose of the
textbook used in the course is to instill
in students a love of modern Hispanic
literature while aiding them in their desire
for self-expression. Students will read
literary selections by well known Spanish
and Latin American writers. Students will
respond to issues that touch them personally
and will express their opinions and tell
about their own relevant experiences. The
class is conducted primarily in Spanish and
students are expected to use Spanish almost
exclusively in class.

565
SPANISH II

577			
HONORS SPANISH V

Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Spanish I

Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Spanish IV, and/or teacher
recommendation

This course continues to develop the four
language skills of speaking, understanding,
reading and writing in Spanish. Oral work
is emphasized and students are expected to
use the language in class to the best of their
ability. The course is conducted primarily
in Spanish. Students will acquire practical
vocabulary and will be able to use it in
conversation. The study of Spanish culture
is integrated throughout the curriculum.
Reading for comprehension and cultural
awareness is stressed.

Students continue their study of Spanish
literature while learning to communicate
ideas and opinions orally and in writing.
Students will perfect their listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills
through literary study, continued
vocabulary work, intense grammatical
review, and regular essay work.
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594		
LATIN I

593		
HONORS LATIN IV

Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None

Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Completion of Latin III and/
or teacher recommendation

The first year Latin experience includes
a mastery of some basic grammatical
concepts with which we will begin to read
excerpts from over 2200 years of Latin
literature, spanning ancient, medieval,
and modern periods. Emphasis this first
year is on parts of speech, essential Latin
and English grammar, and the elements
of and translation of basic sentences.
Comprehension and pronunciation will
grow by translating Latin versions of Greek
and Roman myths. Attention is regularly
given to Latin vocabulary and English
derivatives.

Having completed three years of basic Latin
grammar, Latin IV students are prepared
to read and translate more extensively from
ancient, medieval, and more recent writers.
Among authors of special interest are:
Plautus, Cicero, Vergil, Ovid, St. Augustine,
St. Thomas Aquinas, et alia. By reading,
understanding, and acting out Latin plays,
students develop a more natural use of the
language. Attention is also given to Latin
composition, and to the completion of
unique Latin “ludus” worksheets. Projects
will vary according to interests.

595		
LATIN II

501
CHINESE I

Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Latin I

Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: None

In the second year Latin experience, we
continue to grow in Latin as we continue
learning vocabulary and more advanced
structures, including grammatically
complex sentences. In addition to extended
Latin versions of Greek and Roman
myths, we begin to read authentic Latin
inscriptions, Bible stories, et alia. Students
grow in their ability to understand and
translate Latin by hearing, speaking,
reading, and writing the language.

This online course taught by teachers of
Chinese native speakers is for those who
have never had Chinese before or who have
had little formal study. The students are
introduced to the basic language and culture
of China through a combination of text,
audio and visual materials. A vocabulary
base is built to facilitate basic conversations
about themes related to travel to China.
Students will be exposed to culture and
history around four major cities of China.
The language study emphasizes listening
comprehension, speaking and cultural
literacy.

592		
HONORS LATIN III
Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Latin II and/or teacher
recommendation
The third year Latin experience continues
towards a mastery of Latin grammar
and will regularly apply that knowledge
to a wide range of authentic Latin
authors of prose and poetry from ancient,
medieval, and modern periods. This course
emphasizes reading and translation, but
other activities include conversing in Latin,
composing Latin stories or dialogues, and
creating movie versions of stories read—
illustrated and dubbed by the students.

500		
CHINESE III: STUDY
ABROAD IN CHINA
Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Chinese I & II
As a continuation of Learning Chinese,
Travel to China I & II, is a credit bearing
class for 1 credit. It is designed for thirdyear Chinese language learners. This
program combines one semester of
continued online study of Chinese language
skills and culture & history with a second
semester of group independent study.
The group independent study includes a
six-week field study trip to China during
which students complete an action research
project.

502
CHINESE II
Grade: All
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Chinese I or exceptional
grade on fluency assessment
This online course continues to develop
conversational skills in Chinese. It will
introduce Pinyin – the official Romanization
system for the pronunciation of the
standard Chinese in Mainland China and
in Taiwan. Students will learn and use a
variety of language structures, while further
building their vocabulary base. Basic
grammar will be reviewed and built upon.
The study of Chinese culture and history
is developed through introducing twelve
Chinese cities that have historical and
cultural significance.
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GUIDANCE/
ELECTIVES
929			
FOUNDATIONS*
Grade: 9
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: (½ for Health; ½ for
Information Technology)
This course is required for all ninth graders,
with the goal of teaching new students the
learning skills, technology fundamentals,
and life skills that they will need in order
to be successful high school students, both
academically and personally.

708		
VOICES AND VISIONARIES:
AN ELECTIVE ON
MULTICULTURALISM*

808		
CULTURAL CONNECTIONS
Grade: 9-12

Credit: 1

This class is specifically designed for
incoming international students who are
new to the Rice community. The class
focuses on supporting international students
through the transition into a new school,
and for many, a new country. This class
is not specifically an ESL class but offers
English support by meeting students where
they are at in their language learning.
The class is set up to connect students and
allow for open discussions around their
experiences in the United States. Students
are guided on how to be most involved at
Rice, as well as in the Vermont community.
Students are asked to do presentations
throughout the year to reflect on their
experiences.

Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2
Prerequisite: Open to all juniors and
seniors
Voices and Visionaries is a semester long
course offering a range of multicultural
perspectives. The course applies stories
of peoples’ lived experiences as well as
works of fiction to explore topics of race,
religion, gender, cultures etc. In this
course, the teachers will guide students in
examining various ideas, theories, concepts,
and perspectives. Students will develop
the skills to create and understand their
own theoretical and critical frameworks
to analyze identities, lived experiences,
intersectionalities, assumptions,
exceptionalism etc. These explorations will
be rooted in Catholic Social teachings.
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